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century later, stated that women at Leeds earned 2s. 6d. or
33. a week ; girls thirteen or fourteen years old, is. 8d. ; boys
of eight or nine, 2|d. a day ; a boy of six, id. a day. Similar
figures are noted for other northern centres, except that at
Kendal women were paid 43. 6d. or 5s. in the linsey-woolsey
manufacture. In the South and East the nominal earnings of
a spinner were 6d. a day, sometimes only 4d.; at Witney ' a
good stout woman* could earn lod. to is. a day and a girl of
fourteen 4d. or 5d. a day—spinning was perhaps more highly
remunerated here on account of the manufacture of blankets.
In the West women were said to earn 5d. to 6d. a day1.
Earnings were not uniform throughout the year. In some
places " labourers' wives seldom spin more than a pound a
week in winter ", for which they received at most i6d. but
sometimes only gdA
In most cases, no doubt, the earnings of a spinner were
intended to serve, not as her only source of income, but as
an addition to the family income. " The pay is not much ",
said a Lancashire woman, " but it helps to boil the pot " 3.
" A woman ", wrote Fitzherbert in the sixteenth century,
" cannot get her living honestly with spinning on the distaff,
but it stoppeth a gap " 4. Nevertheless, many women and
children had to depend upon their scanty earnings for their
daily subsistence, and even the trifling sum gained by a
spinner, after working twelve hours a day, was liable to be
reduced under various pretexts. The wool-combers in East
Anglia were said to deduct two, three and even four pence
out of every shilling. " After a poor woman has been labour-
ing twelve hours to earn sixpence by spinning and reeling half
a pound of wool... the putter-out of wool or packman, by
the order of his master, deducts three half-pence or twopence
1	Young, Tour through the North (ed. 1771), i. 139 ;  iii. 134-135, 248;
Tour through the East (ed. 1771), ii. 75 ;  Tour through the Southern Counties
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2	Eden, The State of the Poor (1797), iii. p. cccxliii.
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* The Book of Husbandry (1534), ed. Skeat, p. 96.

